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Summary of the
NELAC National Database Ad Hoc Committee Meeting

February 3, 1997

The National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC) National Database
Ad Hoc Committee met on Monday, February 3, 1997, at 5 p.m. as part of the Second NELAC
Interim Meeting in Bethesda, MD.  The Committee meeting was led jointly by Dr. Eldert C.
Hartwig, Jr., Chair of the NELAC Board of Directors, Mr. Ted Coopwood, NELAC Executive
Secretary; and Ms. Jeanne Mourrain, NELAC Director.   

INTRODUCTION  

Referring to a NELAC memorandum dated January 14, 1997, Dr. Hartwig opened the meeting by
reviewing the charge given to the Database Committee by the NELAC Board of Directors.  The
memorandum described the criticality of a centralized database to the ultimate success of NELAC
and the need for the Database Committee to make significant progress on issues such as database
selection, content, accessibility, data entry and display, and ongoing maintenance.  The Committee
was charged with drafting standards regarding these and other issues pertinent to the database for
review by the NELAC Board of Directors by May 8, 1997, and for presentation at the Third
NELAC Annual Meeting in Dallas, TX, in July.  

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIR AND MEMBERS

Dr. Hartwig stated that neither a chairperson nor members have been appointed to the National
Database Ad Hoc Committee, but that those appointments will be forthcoming from him. 

ISSUES REGARDING THE DESIGN, IMPLEMENTATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF
THE NATIONAL DATABASE 
   
Meeting attendees were asked to list issues they thought were important to consider in the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of a national database.  Those issues, listed in the order
proposed, are as follows:

• What information is to be included?
• Who will have the authorization to update the information?
• How frequently will the database be updated?
• How current will the information be?
• Who will have access to the database and how will that access be controlled?
• How do we ensure the security of the database?
• What method will States use to input information?
• What liability issues should be considered?
• Who will maintain the database, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) or 

a contractor?
• How do we ensure that the information in the database will be continually available?
• Will the database have Internet access?
• Does a lab have the right to review data it has submitted?
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• Will laboratory data be entered electronically or keyed in from hard copies?
• Will user guides be made available to laboratories and, if so, who will develop them?
• What will be the size of the operating platform?
• Who will the users include -- labs, on-site assessors, lab clients, accrediting authorities?
• Will the database include any search capabilities?
• To what extent is inclusion of historical (5-year?) records into the database practical and 

doable?  
• How many analytes (500?) and matrices (12-15?) are we considering?
• Are there existing databases from which to model the NELAC database?
• What requirements are in the NELAC standards (Chapter 4?) regarding database content?

GOALS OF A NATIONAL DATABASE

The attendees were next asked to identify the goals that should guide the development and
implementation of the database.  Those goals, listed in the order proposed, are as follows:

• Existence of the database should make reciprocity easier to attain.
• Development should move at a pace to reasonably meet the May 8, 1997, deliverable date

as set by Dr. Hartwig.
• The database should include a minimal data set initially.
• Database user friendliness should be maximized, with a strong support mechanism

available.
• The database should provide to the laboratory user community accurate and current
 information regarding a laboratory’s accreditation status.
• The database should be affordable -- use existing models in lieu of inventing a new

product.
• The database should have a well-defined format and protocol.
• The database should be easily maintainable.

CRITICAL (MINIMAL) ELEMENTS OF A NATIONAL DATABASE

Thirdly, attendees were asked to define the critical (or minimal) set of elements that should
comprise an initial working version of the database.  Those elements, listed in the order proposed,
are as follows:

• laboratory name,
• laboratory number (existing numbering systems in other programs should be considered),
• laboratory address,
• laboratory phone, fax, and e-mail information,
• laboratory contact name,
• laboratory’s scope of accreditation,
• laboratory’s fields of testing,
• who is(are) the accrediting authority(ies) and assessors,
• laboratory type (commercial, State, Federal),
• historical accreditation records,
• current accreditation status,
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• date/results of the most recent proficiency testing, and
• date/results of the most recent on-site assessment.  

NEXT STEPS

Dr. Hartwig will appoint committee members and convene the first meeting.



Note that not all participants registered on sign-up list.  Therefore, several attendees are not reflected1

on this list.
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Attachment B

LIST OF COMMITTEE PARTICIPANTS1

NELAC Ad Hoc Database Committee Meeting
February 3, 1997

Name Affiliation Phone/Fax/E-mail

Ms. Ann Marie Allen MA DEP Phone: 508/682-5237
Fax: 508/688-0352
E-mail:

Mr. Tony Bright ODEQ Phone: 405/271-5240
Fax: 405/271-1836
E-mail:

Mr. Ted Coopwood USEPA OAR Phone: 202/233-9358
Fax: 202/233-9651
E-mail: coopwood.theodore@epamail.epa.gov

Mr. Rob Maxfield NEI/GTEL Phone: 603/676-4835
Fax: 603/673-8105
E-mail:

Ms. Jeanne Mourrain USEPA ORD Phone: 919/541-1120
Fax: 919/541-4101
E-mail: mourrain.jeanne@epamail.epa.gov

Mr. Jerry Parr Quanterra Phone: 303/421-6611
Fax: 303/467-9136
E-mail:

Ms. Aurora Shields KHEL Phone: 913/296-6198
Fax: 913/296-1641
E-mail:

Mr. Bruce Harvey Research Triangle Phone: 919/541-6573
Institute Fax: 919/541-7386

E-mail: bwh@rti.org

   


